Hi,

Do you ever come home after a shoot, import your images into Lightroom and find out your photo's are not tack sharp? Disappointed you just start editing but you get more frustrated every time you have to throw away a blurry image, what you thought was a good shot. 
Number one reason for blurry photo's is a too slow shutter speed. 
Shutter speed is the length of time that the digital sensor inside the camera is exposed to light. The longer the shutter is open, the more light reaches the sensor and the image will be brighter or more exposed (to the light). 
You can use a fast shutter speed to freeze the action or a slow shutter speed to show movement. The slow shutter can be beautiful in landscape photography. Maybe you know the pictures of waterfalls with water as smooth as milk. You'll always need a tripod  and more equipment for those shots but that's another story. For now you will need a fast enough shutter speed to eliminate camera shake when shooting handheld and also freeze your subject if it’s moving.

There is an easy formula for shutter speed:
Minimum shutter speed=1/focal length.
So when you shoot with a 50mm, your shutter speed should not be below 1/50 sec with a full frame camera. Shooting a 100mm your shutter speed should not be below 1/100 sec and so on.

When you have a crop sensor you can multiply this with factor 1.5. 
1/50 X 1.5 makes 1/80. 
1/100 X 1.5 makes 1/160

Remember this: the longer the lens, the more sensitive for shake. So you have to fasten your shutter speed to reduce the blur caused by shaking.

And then there is movement. When shooting a still object or person which is not moving you can get away with a slower shutter speed than when you are shooting a formula 1 car at full speed. 

Safe shutter speed for
 - still objects                      1/125
 - portraits.                          1/160
 - portraits of kids              1/250
 - playing & running kids  1/500
 - fast sports.                      1/1000


It's possible to use slower shutter speeds, but with these numbers you are more sure to get tack sharp images.  

There are more reasons for blurry pictures besides shutter speed, but I will come back on that later. 
I hope these tips will help you in the near future to get sharper photo's all the time. 

Talk soon,
Jeroen (MrLangeveldPhoto)



P.S. If you liked the free presets you should really check the whole set. 
It's not only "one click presets." It's much more than that. 
It's a complete system that will fasten your workflow and your pictures will be perfect much faster. Now only 49,- US Dollar regular price is 149,- US Dollar 
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